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Faith and Inspiration 


The Size of Your Universe 


Human beings seem to possess 
a propensity for analyzing, 
measuring, and categorizing their 
observations and experiences as a 
means of imposing some sense of 
order and familiarity upon the 
universe of apparent chaos that 
surrounds us. We often 
seem to be driven by a 
need to quantify reality 
as much as possible. 

While this might 
indeed be useful and 
helpful in our efforts to 
exist effectively and 
productively, it can also 
produce various "side 
effects" which can end 
up being more counter- 
productive than 
intended. 

A tendency to 
stipulate a sense of 
classification can lead 
to an inclination 
towards preferring and 
even fixating on 
similarity and affinity. 
And though this may 
seem to be a natural 
impulse and 
consequence, it can in 
turn contribute to the 
development of 
unfavorable assump- 
tions, stereotyping, 
biases, and even intol- 
erance. 

We see evidence of 
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recognizing the scope and scale of 
the commission to which we are 
called. Some valid questions with 
regard to this pertains to both the 
objects and purveyors of this 
message of redemption: "For 
whom is the gospel intended?" and 
"From whom is the 
gospel revealed?" 

The Bible provides 
clear and concise 
conclusions for both 
queries: the gospel is 
meant to apply to 
everyone, since all are 
in need of redemption 
(Luke 24:47, John 
3:16, Romans 1:16, 
Romans 10:12-13, 
Galatians 3:8, etc.); 
the gospel is meant to 
be shared through the 
life of each believer 


such habits of delin- 

eation and differentiation in both 
secular and ecclesiastical spheres 
of affairs. In either case we find 
that human beings will often 
organize and arrange themselves 
into what they expect or hope to be 
neat and tidy patterns, distributions, 
and structures. 

Whether or not this is the most 
effective or equitable approach 
remains debatable. 

One could make the argument 
that there are two domains or layers 
of universes in which we exist and 
operate: on the one hand, the 
universe can represent all of reality, 
including those aspects that remain 
beyond our individual experiences; 
on the other hand, "our" universe is 
essentially what we observe and 
experience directly and regularly, 
including that to which we allow 
ourselves to be exposed or with 
which we allow ourselves to 
become familiar. This is that which 
we often shape according to our 
own sensibilities and understand- 
ings. 

A potentially constructive 
exercise would be to perform an 
honest assessment of the composi- 
tion and extent of one's own " 
universe." What sorts of precon- 
ceptions, partiality, or partisanship 
are we ourselves subject to that 
might impede our growth as 
individuals — and ultimately as a 
society or even species? As 
believers, are we willing to broaden 
our understanding and perception 
of the universe at large in order to 
most effectively express the truth 
of the gospel to any and all? 

For Christians, this kind of 
quest for comprehension should 
incorporate an awareness and 
affirmation of our role in 
delivering the gospel that includes 


(Matthew 5:13-16, Mark 16:15, 
Luke 10:2, Acts 1:8, Romans 
10:14-15, Ephesians 6:15, 1 Peter 
2:21). 

There are some who continue to 
question the nature and identity of 
either of these parties. Indeed, there 
are those who insist on narrow 
definitions, relying on obscure or 
convoluted rationale. For such 
proponents of parochialism, 
their "universe" may be quite 
compressed into a compact and 
diminishing zone of comfort. 

Typically, such insular thinking 
can lead to complications — even 
impediments — for any genuine 
efforts at evangelism. It can be 
difficult to reach beyond a micro- 
cosm that results from a limited 
perspective. 

In an episode of the "Star Trek: 
The Next Generation" television 
series, Doctor Beverly Crusher 
experiences a rather unsettling, 
even traumatic experience when 
she is inadvertently trapped in the 
result of an engineering experiment 
aboard the starship Enterprise. 
Unbeknownst to her, a "warp 
bubble" has formed that creates a 
parallel universe in which she finds 
herself struggling to come to terms 
with her perceived reality. 

Initially, everything appears 
"normal," but then gradually the 
crew around her begin to disappear 
— literally vanish from existence. 
As the crisis escalates, large parts 
of the ship itself appear to be gone, 
and Dr. Crusher eventually finds 
herself alone on what remains of 
the bridge. She desperately 
attempts to analyze the situation 
and deduce its cause and identify a 
possible solution, fearing she will 
ultimately share the fate of the 
crew and ship. 


CRUSHER: It's not just people. 
Everything is disappearing! 
Computer, what is that mist I'm 
seeing? 

COMPUTER: Sensors indicate it 
to be a mass energy field seven 
hundred and five metres in 
diameter. 

CRUSHER: It surrounds the ship? 
COMPUTER: Affirmative. 
CRUSHER: If there's nothing 
wrong with me, maybe there's 
something wrong with the 
universe. Computer, what is 
beyond the mass energy field? 
COMPUTER: Sensors cannot 
penetrate the field. 

CRUSHER: Here's a question you 
shouldn't be able to answer. 

What is the nature of the universe? 
COMPUTER: The universe is a 
spheroid region seven hundred and 
five metres in diameter. 


With this revelation, Dr. Crusher 
discovers the presence of the warp 
bubble and realizes it had 
contained this parallel universe but 
is now collapsing. Thankfully, back 
in the real universe, the crew in 
engineering are able to open a rift 
in the bubble, providing a means of 
escape for Dr. Crusher, much to 
everyone's relief. 

To this day, we may still 
encounter individuals and groups 
who, while identifying as Christian, 
seem to struggle with the notion of 
a larger universe. From a theology 
that specifies a decisive number of 
"true" believers to a presumption 
that only members of a particular 
congregation, denomination, sect, 
or faith tradition represent 
authentic Christianity, any number 
of challenging patterns of thought 
persist among those whose appar- 
ent aim is to pursue the truth of the 
gospel and the grace of redemption 
through Jesus. 

It might bear some reminding 
that we are one Body, with many 
members, each performing their 
role and function (1 Corinthians 
12:12-27). It might also be helpful 
to keep in mind that not every 
believer will necessarily look or act 
like we do, that the Church is not 
necessarily defined by location or 
local culture. Jesus himself 
indicated this (John 10:16). 

When we encounter the term 
"Church," do we tend to visualize a 
specific location or building? Most 
assuredly, that universe is too 
small. Do we only envision a local- 
ized congregation with whom we 
associate? That universe is likewise 
deficient in scale and scope. Or do 
we broaden our perception and 
integrate into our thinking the 
organization and structure repre- 
sented by a particular denomination 
or sect? Again, such a spiritual 
universe remains severely re- 
stricted in meaning and intention. 

Like Dr. Crusher trapped in the 
warp bubble, we should have a 
sense of knowing better that the 
universe of God's kingdom is much 
vaster than what any illusory 
sensors — or assumptions — might 
indicate. Let us seek to expand our 
understanding of the universal 
nature of the gospel and the 
Church, and embrace the reality 
that redemption through Jesus is 
for all to accept and embody. 
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The Cardinal flower (lobelia cardinalis) being visited by a 
hummingbird. 


The Top Native Plants 
in Florida 2022 
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The secret to a thriving and sustainable garden? 
Native plants! 

These amazing specimens are perfectly adapted to 
their local environment, and form symbiotic relation- 
ships with the wildlife that inhabits that area. So, not 
only will your garden be a lush oasis, but it will also 
be teeming with life! 

And the best part? Each state has its own unique 
preference for native plants. 

Garden for Wildlife has uncovered the top picks in 
Florida: 
e Scarlet Sage ° Cardinal Flower ° Blazing Star 

With keystone plants that will support the most 
wildlife, these plants are perfect for part-shade in a 
garden or container. 

And in 2022, milkweed was the best-seller across 
the US, and for good reason. With the monarch 
butterfly now on the IUCN Red List, the survival of 
this incredible species rests on our shoulders. 

The good news is, you can help! Milkweed is the 
only host plant for the monarch caterpillar, and there's 
a native species available for every state in the US. 
By planting milkweed in your own garden, you can 
provide a vital lifeline for these magnificent creatures. 

Help Florida wildlife and enjoy the beauty of 
nature when you add these native plant collections 
outside your home. 


Tripadvisor names Key West 
among Top 10 U.S. Destinations 


Tripadvisor has named Key West among the 10 
most popular domestic visitor destinations in its 2023 
Travelers’ Choice Best of the Best awards. 

Key West ranks seventh on the roster of the United 
States’ domestic destinations. It is one of three Florida 
cities listed among Tripadvisor’s top 25, with Miami 
Beach ranked fifth and St. Augustine 19th. New York 
City claimed the number-one spot. 

“Key West offers a laid-back and warm embrace to 
its visitors — an atmosphere and a welcome that 
continue to draw people from around the U.S. and the 
world to share that experience," said Stacey Mitchell, 
director of the Florida Keys tourism council. 

Tripadvisor’s awards listing praised Key West for 
its refreshingly slow pace, history as a haven for U.S. 
presidents and literary legends Ernest Hemingway and 
Tennessee Williams, exceptional diving and the kid- 
friendly Florida Keys Eco-Discovery Center. 

Award winners are selected annually based on 
millions of reviews and opinions collected from 
travelers around the world. 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 


CANES from 1B 
surrendered. Destiny 
Harden led with 17 
points, 11 rebounds, 2 
assists, 2 steals and a 
block. Haley Cavinder 
added 17 and was +13 
while on the floor. 
Freshman center Kyla 
Oldacre played only 
16:39 and was a game 
leading +15 while in the 
game. 

On Sunday, Feb. 19th, 
Miami took to the road to 
face the Syracuse Lady 
Orange. The Canes 
got off to a slow start. 
Their only lead was 4-2 
and they held it for only 
0:42. Syracuse went up 
eight, 19-11 in Q1 and 
took a 37-28 lead into the 
break. Miami played the 
Orange even, 40-40 
in the second half but it 
was never enough as they 
fell 77-68. 

Harden again led 
Miami with 19 and 8 
boards. Lola Pendande 
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scored 15 and Haley C. 
had 11. The LadyCanes 
(17-10, 10-6) came out 
flat after the long trip and 
paid the price. 

Next up is a trip to 
Louisville on Thursday, 
Feb. 23rd, before the 
LadyCanes return home 
on Sunday, Feb. 26th at 
noon against Virginia. 
Sunday is Senior Day and 
the last game before the 
ACC Tournament. Please 
come on out and support 
and give thanks to these 
wonderful student- 
athletes who have given 
so much over the past 
few years. 


BASEBALL - 

While Basketball is 
still in full swing Ill do 
my best to give limited 
coverage of baseball go- 
ings on. 

Opening Day was last 
Friday night with the 
Penn State Nittany Lions 


in town for a weekend 
series. The opener did not 
go well. 

Sophomore Gage Ziehl 
who came out of the bull- 
pen as a freshman got the 
start and was hit hard. 
Ziehl gave up 9 hits, and 
5 runs in 2.0 innings. 
Miami never got close 
and Penn St won 9-5. 

The Hurricanes came 
out focused and aggres- 
sive at the plate in game 
two. Karson Ligon started 
and went 6.2 giving up 
only | run and 2 hits ina 
10-2 Canes win. 

Zach Levenson led the 
offensive attack going 3-4 
with 2 HR. Edgardo 
Villegas was 3-5 with a 
HR and Carlos Perez 2-3 
also with a dinger. 

There was no drama 
Friday or Saturday night. 
For the Miami faithful 
there was stunning 
disappointment on 
Friday and hopeful relief 
on Saturday. Sunday 
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afternoon, with the series 
win on the line, brought 
nine innings of tension 
before a sense of hope- 
lessness with the Canes 
down 2-1 with no one on 
and two outs in the 
bottom of the ninth. 
Drama that Hollywood 
couldn’t make up 

was next. 

The Canes last stand 
started well with a 
Dominic Pitelli single but 
he missed a bunt 
signal and ran on a 3-1 
pitch to Dario Gomez and 
was out stealing. Gomez 
struck out on the next 
pitch and it was doom 
and gloom with Miami 
down to their last out. 

Villegas was up next 
and brought some light 
with a base hit. Last 
year’s team MVP CJ 
Kayfus was up next. 
Kayfus was 1-10 over the 
weekend coming into the 
at bat. Kayfus swung at 
the first pitch from Penn 
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St. Reliever Steven Miller 
and hit it over the right 
field wall to give the 
Canes a 3-2 win. Drama 
to elation in a heartbeat. 
That at bat is something 
the team can feed off all 
season long. 

Alejandro Rosario 
started and was excellent. 
Freshman Chris Scinta 
went one inning pitching 
Miami out of a bases 
loaded jam in the sixth. It 
was the Walters brothers 
on the hill from there. 
Newcomer Brian got two 
strikeouts in the seventh 
before handing the ball to 
his First Team AllAmeri- 
can reliever brother 
Andrew who shut the 
visitors down over the 
last two frames with 5 
Ks. After midweek games 
against Stetson and Indi- 
ana State the Canes host 
Dartmouth on Feb. 
24-25-26. Come on down 
to ‘The Light’. 


Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 
when you're buying or selling! 


FOOTBALL - 

Shannon Dawson is the 
new offensive coordi- 
nator and quarterbacks 
coach. He replaces Josh 
Gattis, who has left the 
program. Dawson will 
run a spread offense 
that he employed with 
much success at Houston. 

Lance Guidrey has left 
Marshall and is the 
new defensive coordi- 
nator. Guidrey replaces 
Kevin Steele who has 
taken the defensive 
coordinator position at 
Alabama. 

Derek Nicholson has 
left Cincinnati to be 
Miami’s new linebacker 
coach replacing Charlie 
Strong, 

Kevin Smith has left 
Miami to return to Ole 
Miss as running backs 
coach. Spring practice 
opens March 4. 


Be well all and Go Canes! 


FOR THE BEST 


RESULTS 


STAY WITH THE 


BEST! 


